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Spuyten

situated in Mobile Ala. It was founded in
1830.

Spring-Rice, Sir Cecil Arthur (1859-
1918), British diplomat, was born in Eng-
land. In 1912 he succeeded Sir James Bryce
as British Ambassador to the United States.

Springtails (Collembola), an order of
primitive wingless insects which, along with
the somewhat similar Thysanura, arc includ-
ed in the small group Apterygota. The popu-
lar name refers to a peculiar springing fork
which is usually present on the abdomen.
Among the representative forms may be no-
ted Podwa Aqiialica, found on stagnant wa-
ter in the United States and Great Britain.

Sprit Sail, a fore-and-aft sail, bent to
the mast at the weather leech, and having
the after peak stretched by a spar or sprit,
the foremost and lower end of which is
hitched to the mast. In small boats the sprit
end rests in a cord collar, attached to a cord
ring round the mast, which may be pushed
upward to extend the sail, and which will
remain fast with the angular pressure.
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Sprit Sail.

Spruce (Ptcea)t a genus of trees of the
family Conifcriii, including between 30 and
40 species native to the Arctic and Temper-
ate regions of the Northern Hemisphere, and
ranging in the United States from the Arctic
Circle to the slopes of the Southern Appala-
chians, Northern New Mexico, and Arizona.
The spruces arc slow-growing evergreen
trees, pyramidal in form, with tall, straight,
tapering trunks; slender horizontal branches
occurring in whorls at regular intervals; and
drooping branchkts. The leaves are stiff,
linear, and four-sided, spirally arranged on the
branchlets, and jointed to persistent woody
bases from which they fall in 7 to 10 years

or upon drying. The catkin-like flower?
which appear in the early spring from buds
of the' previous year, are yellow to scarlet in
color and monacious in character. The fruit
is a pendant, woody cone maturing in one
season. The timber is soft and straight
grained, and is much used for general con-
struction, interior finish, the spars and masts
of sailing vessels, fuel, and the manufacture
of wood pulp. The bark of some species i?
used in tanning, and the resin is employed
medicinally and as spruce gum for chewing.
Among the various species are the White
Spruce, Black Spruce, Red Spruce, Englc-
mann Spruce, Tideland Spruce, Norway
Spruce, Douglas Fir or Spruce. In North
America the two prevailing species are the
White Spruce found from New York to Brit-
ish Columbia and as far n. as Newfound-
land and Alaska, and the Black Spruce, im-
mense forests of which occur in New York
Maine, and other sections.
Spur, an appliance fastened to the heel
of a horseman, for goading or controlling the
horse. In the age of chivalry spurs were an
essential ensign of knighthood, the spurs of
knights (equites aurati) being golden or gilt,
while those of squires were of silver.
Spurge, a genus of plants belonging to tho
order Euphorbiacese. .
Spurgeon, Charles H add on (1834-92),
noted English Nonconformist preacher, was
born at Kelvedon, Essex. In 1859 the erection
of the vast Metropolitan Tabernacle was be-
gun, in which Spurgeon preached to the end
of his life. Besides his weekly sermons and a
monthly magazine, Sword and Trowel
(1865), Spurgeon gave to the world upward
of a hundred volumes. He published: The
Saint and His Saviour (1867); John Plough-
man's Talk (1868); John Ploughman's Pic-
lures; Treasury of David (1865-80).
Spurry (Spergula), a species of plants o4-
the Caryophyllaceae family growing in waste
lands and sandy soils or marshes. The com-
mon species is 5. arvensts, the Corn Spurry,
5. nodosa is Knotted Pearlwort; 5. glabra is
the Lawn Pearlwort.
Spurzheim, Johann Kaspar (1776-
1832), German physician, one of the found-
ers of phrenology, was born near Treves. His
chief works are: Elementary Principles of
Education (1821); Phrenology (1825); Phil-
osophical Principles of Phrenology (1832).
Spuyten Duyvil, a creek connecting the
Harlem and the Hudson Rivers, bounding the